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FOREWORD 



Ur K. Gopalachari's book comprises the results of the re- 
search he carried on in this department in the years 1934-36. 
The subject of his study. The Early History of the Andhra 
Country , is well known in it r, outline but is full of many little 
problems in epigraphy rnd archaeology that need elucidation. 
Dr Gopalachari’s thesis does not claim m any way to revolutionise 
our interpretation of the history of the period ; its value consists 
in a large number of detailed suggestions confirming results now 
generally accepted by stronger arguments or bringing forward 
fresh points of view. P;:rts of the thesis may he found therefore 
highly technical and possibly of little interest to the general reader; 
but there is much in the thesis not merely in the selection of facts 
but also in their elucidation and presentation that I hope will be 
recognised to be of permanent value to all historians of India. 

I have great pleasure in tendering on behalf of Dr. Gopala- 
chari and myself our sincere thanks to the Syndicate of the Uni- 
versity of Madras for fheir .sanctioning the inclusion of the work 
in the Departmental senes. 

University Buildings, 

Triphcane, Madras, K A. N. 

15th Sept. 1941 




PREFACE 



This book represents my work as a research scholar in the 
Department of Indian History in the University of Madias from 
1934 to 1930. It Is an attempt to present a connected history of 
the Andliros and the Andhra country from the earliest times to 
the advent of the Eastern Ca|ukyas. The VisnukuncUns had to 
he brought into the picture as they close the epoch. A full account 
of the dynasty would have involved a study of the many contempo- 
rary dynasties and increased the bulk of the volume. So the last 
chapter is a compromise, a treatment of the skirts and fringes of 
the subject. 

The lirst five chapters traverse a field covered long ago by 
great scholars like Frol. Ropson, R. G. Bliandarkar and Bhaga- 
wanlal lndraji and unruffled by startling discoveries. This has 
saved me from pioneering work ; but I have had the difficult task 
of challenging great names and accepted conclusions. An inde- 
pendent study of Inscriptions and monuments in situ has neces- 
sitated my doing so in some cases. Palaeography and the dis- 
covery of a few coins like the Apilaka coin and the silver coin 
of Vasilhiputa Satakam have enabled me to reconstruct Andhra 
and K$atrapa chronology on less Insecure foundations and ques- 
tion Rapson's identification of Pujumiivi with the son-in-law of 
Rudrudimun. The much neglected social, economic and cultural 
conditions of the period, upon which a flood of light is thrown by 
inscriptions and Buddhist remains, have boon dealt with at length. 
One of the conclusions which should not be lust sight of is that 
the Sktavihanas were Andhras but began their political career 
in Western Deccan. 

The second period in Andhra history' beginning with the 
lk^vakus, one of many short-lived dynasties, is a comparatively 
unexplored field. The evidence is also scanty. I have built up 
the chronological scheme with the help of palaeography. A fuller 
chapter on the Ikjvakus than anything written before, the date of 
the Brhatphalayanas, Kandars and Vaingeyaka genealogy- and 
chronology are some of the contributions to the subject D. C. 
Sires r’s monograph on The Successors of the SdWoohanaa in East- 
ern Deccan was published while 1 was writing my thesis. I am 




xii PREFACE 

indebted to him only for the Visoukundin genealogy, but even 
here 1 have modified his conclusions with the help of palaeography. 

The Akola hoard of SatavShana coins discovered In 1939 does 
not necessitate a modification or abandonment of the conclusions 
reached in the thesis. 

Some of the epigraphical notes in the thesis have boon pub- 
lished in VoL XXIV No. 6 of Epigraph in fndica. 

My task of reading the Alluru inscription has been greatly 
facilitated by the article of Rao Bahadur C. R. Krishnamaeharlu 
waiting for publication in the Epigraphia Indica. The manuscript 
was with mo whon I was reading the inscription. Readings like 
'allasa’ and 'vadfilAbhikaro', to mention only a few and the transla- 
tions of a few words I owe to the article. I am indebted to Prof. 
V. V. Mirashi of Nagpur for promptly supplying me a copy of the 
photograph of the coins of the Akola hoard mentioned above as also 
his readings. 

Professor K. A. Nilakanta Sastri has more than guided me in 
my work. Discussions with him have led me to new lines of 
approach and new conclusions. Apart from specific suggestions. I 
owe to him in no small measure the habit of minute attention to 
details and of exactitude. 



K G. 
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Chapter I 



INTRODUCTORY 

The following pages represent an attempt to trace the fortunes, 
political, social and religious, of the Andhras, a people whose hoary 
antiquity is attested by pieces of evidence, literary, cpigrephic 
and numismatic. The period covered is that from the earliest 
times to the advent of the Eastern Cfdukyas. Politically, socially 
and culturally tho Dravidian Andhras (condemned sons of Visva- 
mitra) proved a tremendous success. Once their empire extended 
from sea to sea. The Amaravati art is the most eloquent testimony 
to the cultural achievements of the race. The activities, maritime 
and colonial, of the people road like romance. No ancient tribe has 
on record such a unique achievement in all branches. 

Andhras as a people are mentioned as early as tho fifth century 
B.C. The AiCareya Brahmana speaks of them as the exiled sons of 
VisvAmitra, as non-Aryans evidently. 1 The Jatakai speak of an 
Andhakapura and Andhra country.* The Inscriptions of Asoka 
mention Andhras along with Pulindas as border peoples* 
The Saptasatakam speaks of Pulindas. 1 Tho OfalulWidrata and the 
Rarndyana speak of Andhras along with Colas, Ceras and Pandyas' 
The Puraoas speak of the Andhrnjstiyos. 4 They enjoyed the same 
political status as Kamfcojas, Yavanas, and Gdndharas in the north. 
It will thus bo seen that the earliest references to the Andhra are to 
people or tribe and not to their country. The reference to their 
country occurs first in the Mayidavdlu inscription of Siva-Skanda- 
varman (4th century) in which Dhamnakataka is spoken of as the 
headquarters of the Pullava province Amdhapatha (Andhrepalha) . 
It is therefore clear that the country derived its name from the 
people, an instance with many parallels in Indian History. The 



1 . vn. 8. 

2. The Jatakai, Cowell and Thomas, 

Andhra Country, I. No. 80. p. &G. 

Andhra city-, IbuL, U 12. 

Andhskaa, ibid., V. w. 10 and 138. 

3. RE, XUI. 

4. Weber, Dai Sapletatakam del tldla 

5. M. Bh.. SsbMporvan. XXXI, ftlmeyina. iv. 41. 

6. Pariiiter, The Punina Text of the Dummies of the Kali Age. 
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name Andhradesa found in literature is also evidence in the same 
direction. In the 5th and 6th centuries, the Pallava province 
conquered from the Vairigcyakas, came to be called VeAgordstra.’ 
It is very probable that during the Vaingeyaka period Andhradesa 
got the name Veiigideia, or Venginddu, or Venfftmatjtfalam by 
which it was commonly known during the period of the Eastern 
Ciihikyas. The Andhras are spoken of as Vodugar (Tamil), and 
their country Vadugavali (northerners and the country of the 
northerners). But the name Andhra lived through all these 
changes. Andhra people are spoken of in the Chczarla inscrip- 
tion of Kandara's grandson The inscriptions of the Maukhari 
lungs Isvaravarman and Isanavarman speak of Andhradhipali. 8 
An Inscription of the Vaka(aka king Harisena speaks of his con- 
quest of the Kaliiiga and Andhra countries. 0 An inscription of the 
14th century speaks of the Andhradefa. 

To-day, Andhradesa is a linguistic and cultural unity. It may 
be noted, that from the earliest times the Andhras were on entity, 
ethnical and cultural. Megaslhenes says that the Andhras were 
a separate race. 10 The Bha(tipr6lu alphabet, the Vengi alphabet 
as Burnell would call it, and the Tclugu-Canarcse script were 
evolved in the Andhradesa. And the Krsoa Prakrt of our 
period, of which we know something, has peculiarities which we do 
not find elsewhere." To-day the Andhras speak Telugu and 
during the Middle Ages their country was known as Telitigana. 

The extent of the Andhradesa of our period is not however 
easy of determination. As Asoka’s inscriptions speak of the 
Andhras and the Kaliiiga country, and as under KharavcU 
Kalinga was a first-rate power, the Andhradesa of our study was 
in the north limited by Kalinga. Since Ptolemy’s Maisoiia and 
Periplus’ Masalia refer to the Andhra country, the remark that 
Masaiia extended far into the interior, shows that not only the 
seaboard between the Godavari and the Krsnii, but also a consi- 
derable area in the interior was included in the Andhradesa. In 
the south, Andftradeia did not extend far beyond rhe northern part 
of the modern Nolloro District. For the Mayidavolu Anidhapatha 



7. Manralur grant. 1A Vol. V. 

b. cn, Voi. in, e. zw. 

Harfths Inscription. 4’/.. XXV, 120. 

9. JRAS. 1914. p. 137. 

10. !A. Vol. VI. p. 339. 

11. See Chap. n. 
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which refers to the region around Dhamnakataka was limited by 
Karmaraslra . u No doubt under the S&tavfihanM the Andhra 
Empire extended from sea to sea, and from the Central Provinces 
in the north to Cuddalore in the south and Mysore In the south- 
west. 13 An inscription of Cada Sati is found in Kodavall near Pithli- 
puram; and some of the dynasties that succeeded the Salavahanas 
would seem to have annexed parts of Kalirip.a if only for a time. 
In the Srirahqam plates dated A.D. 1358 14 it is said that the TlliAga 
country is bounded in the north by Kany&kubja. on the west by 
Mahara^ra, on the east by Kalinga, on the south by Pandyaka. 
The description of the Andhradeia is certainly reminiscent of the 
old empire of the Satavahanas. But the Andhradeia of our period 
is clearly only the territory bounded on the north by Kaliriga, on 
the south by the southern part of the Nellore CM., and extending 
from the coast far into the mainland In the west 



12. Chapter on Kin#* of tho BrhalphaI5yana pofra. 

13. Coins of Pulumivi II bearing tho device of ship with masts nr* 
found on the Coromandel Coast as far south as Cuddalore. 

H. Piicii! punutddajii yMyo tlclau Khydtau Mah*ru4fro-Kaimm- 
SctttJiju | 

AvSgwIak Pdndysko-Kcnycfiubjau drbu la tairim TIMpmlm A || 

-a, Voi. xrv, P . so. 




